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Mr. Brambila has been a trail blazer for both 

vintners and Mexican-Americans. He was one 
of the first Latinos to earn a degree in Fer-
mentation Science from University of Cali-
fornia, Davis’s oenolgy program. He has also 
traveled to Washington, D.C., with a group of 
Mexican-American Vintners to support the 
mission of the Smithsonian Institution. Mr. 
Brambila has been active in our community, 
appearing on our local news channel and 
hosting events like an outdoor movie night for 
local families. He has gained international rec-
ognition with his involvement in the landmark 
wine competition known as the Judgment of 
Paris. 

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Mr. Gustavo 
Brambila for his achievements and for enrich-
ing our community. It is fitting and proper that 
we honor him here today with the American 
Dream Award. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Dr. Maryam 
Mohsenzadeh, whom I have selected to re-
ceive the American Dream Award for Califor-
nia’s 5th Congressional District. This award 
recognizes the achievements of immigrants in 
my district who have made remarkable con-
tributions to our communities in the areas of 
Arts and Culture, Professional Achievement, 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation, or Commu-
nity Service. Dr. Mohsenzadeh is very deserv-
ing of this award and recognition. 

Dr. Mohsenzadeh was born in Iran and im-
migrated to the United States at the age of 14. 
She moved to St. Helena, California in 2006 
with her husband, Dr. Hossein Razavi. She is 
the Director of Queen of the Valley Hospital’s 
Mobile Dental Clinic Community where she 
delivers oral care to the most vulnerable chil-
dren of our community. 

Dr. Mohsenzadeh grew up in a small town 
in Iran, where she did not have the right to an 
education. Her ambition to go to school and 
her brave choice to leave her home without 
her parents’ knowledge, shows the grit and 
determination she needed to immigrate to the 
United States. With a Doctoral degree in Den-
tal Surgery and additional training in Hospital 
Dentistry, Dr. Mohsenzadeh is an example of 
how hard work and sacrifice enriches our 
communities. 

Dr. Mohsenzadeh transformed her suffering 
into the empathy she needs in order to be a 
focused, compassionate and fearless dentist 
for the most vulnerable members of our com-
munity. Through her work with Queen’s Mobile 
Dental Clinic, Dr. Mohsenzadeh delivers free 
dental care to children and young adults who 
are uninsured or unable to pay for the high 
cost of dental care. She has made more than 
45,000 clinic visits to children from the under- 
served population of Napa County since 2008. 

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Dr. Maryam 
Mohsenzadeh for her achievements and for 
enriching our community. It is fitting and prop-
er that we honor her here today with the 
American Dream Award. 
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Raymond V. Walendzak, 
who served for over 20 years as the Chief of 
the Oregon Fire Department. Ray passed 
away in his Oregon home surrounded by his 
family on June 7, 2017. 

Ray was born in Toledo, Ohio on Sep-
tember 27, 1941 to Joan and Stanley 
Walendzak. He played football and wrestled 
for Clay High School, from which he grad-
uated in 1959. Ray continued his education at 
Findlay College, and then joined the United 
States Air Force and served in West Ger-
many. 

In 1968, Ray became an Oregon firefighter, 
where he began his service in the depart-
ment’s maintenance division, became a fire 
prevention officer, a district chief, and the as-
sistant chief. Ray’s father also served as a 
firefighter, which helped Ray bridge the dif-
ferences between the different generations 
who were serving as firefighters. He appre-
ciated the traditions of fire service, and also 
the need to modernize fire service with tech-
nology. 

Ray became Fire Chief in 1986 and retired 
in 2007 for a total of 39 years of fire service. 
While Fire Chief, Ray made sure his depart-
ment was current in training and technology, 
and made sure that the department had the 
right equipment. Ray has said that his biggest 
achievement was getting a fire training facility 
built in Oregon. 

His passion about the fire-fighting commu-
nity led him to serve its various organizations 
which include serving as the past president of 
the Ohio Fire Chiefs Association, Lucas Coun-
ty Fire Chiefs Association, Oregon Fire Fight-
ers Association, Ottawa County Fireman’s As-
sociation, and, for over 26 years, as past 
president and secretary of the Northwest Ohio 
Volunteer Fire Association. 

He had received the Ohio Fire Chiefs’ Asso-
ciation’s Distinguished Service Award, and 
was inducted into the Ohio Fire Service Hall of 
Fame. Ray served as a Governor appointee to 
the State of the Ohio Board of Emergency 
Medical Services for 12 years. He was in-
ducted into the Clay High School Hall of Fame 
in 2014. 

Ray’s commitment to his community did not 
just stop with the fire department—it extended 
through his service to his church, St. Ignatius, 
and through many of the civic organizations 
he was a member of: the American Legion 
Christ Dunberger Post No. 537, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Swiss Club at the GAF, and the Clay 
Boosters. 

Ray dedicated an enormous amount of time 
to the youth of his community, where he was 
a longtime coach of youth baseball through 
the Oregon Recreation Department. Ray also 
served as a football coach at Oregon Clay 
High School. His dedication to the young 
members of his community led him to run for 
four terms on the Oregon Board of Education 
where he also served as Board President. 

Ray will be remembered for his dedication 
to his chosen profession of Fire Fighting and 
for his dedication to the Oregon community at 
large. 

We offer Ray’s children, Dean, Donald and 
Dennis, his six grandchildren, his family and 
friends our prayers and hope that they find 
comfort in the wonderful memories of what 
Ray had meant to each of the institutions that 
he served. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Mayor Myrna Lardizabal 
De Vera, whom I have selected to receive the 
American Dream Award for California’s 5th 
Congressional District. This award recognizes 
the achievements of immigrants in my district 
who have made remarkable contributions to 
our communities in the areas of Arts and Cul-
ture, Professional Achievement, Entrepreneur-
ship and Innovation, or Community Service. 
Mayor De Vera is very deserving of this award 
and recognition. 

Mayor De Vera was born in Cebu City, Phil-
ippines and immigrated to the United States. 
She has lived in Hercules, CA since 1991. 
She is a successful insurance agency owner 
and public servant. 

Mayor De Vera learned the value of com-
munity service from her parents who were 
both active in their Cebu City community. She 
began volunteering with the Cebu Jaycees 
and Rotary Club of Cebu-West when she was 
six years old. She received her Bachelor’s De-
gree in Architecture from the University of the 
Philippines before immigrating to the United 
States. Mayor De Vera honors her parents’ 
Filipino heritage and legacy of community 
service by working with organizations such as 
the Filipina Women’s Network and Hercules 
Democratic Club. 

Mayor De Vera was elected to be the Mayor 
of Hercules in 2011, 2014 and 2017. She is 
the only women and Filipina on the city coun-
cil, something she does not take lightly saying, 
‘‘I took on the challenge of changing the 
stereotyping of Filipinas.’’ Ms. De Vera dedi-
cates herself to public service not just in Her-
cules, but throughout the region, serving on 
various commissions and committees to help 
improve the lives of those around her. Her 
great work led the Hercules Chamber of Com-
merce to name her Citizen of the Year in 
2014. 

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Mayor Myrna 
Lardizabal De Vera for her achievements and 
for enriching our community. It is fitting and 
proper that we honor her here today with the 
American Dream Award. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Ms. Nataly Deherrera, 
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